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By	Jamie	Wilson	Microsoft	protects	most	of	its	products	vigilantly,	but	at	one	point	a	version	of	MS	Word	was	released	online	for	free.	The	reason:	It	needed	repairs	because	of	the	Y2K	issue,	and	it	was	simpler	and	cheaper	to	distribute	the	fixed	version	free	to	everyone	than	it	would	have	been	to	contact	each	individual	user	with	a	means	to	download
and	register	the	program.	For	those	who	need	MS	Word	for	specific	projects,	there	are	other	solutions	as	well.	Most	online	offers	for	free	Microsoft	Word	programs	are	either	illegal	or	misleading.	Microsoft	is	very	careful	about	protecting	its	ownership	of	products.	However,	one	version	of	Word	was	released	for	free	in	1999:	Word	5.5.	This	version
had	a	serious	Y2K	problem	that,	without	a	fix,	corrupted	every	document	created	on	it	before	the	year	2000.	Microsoft's	cost	analysis	showed	that	it	would	be	more	expensive	to	contact	each	individual	license	holder	than	it	would	be	to	simply	release	the	program.	So	they	posted	it	on	their	site,	free	to	download.	There	are	some	problems	with	this
version.	First,	it	is	the	last	DOS-based	MS	Word,	so	computers	running	Windows	98	or	later	will	only	run	it	in	the	built-in	DOS	emulator.	Windows	7	computers	may	not	be	able	to	run	it	at	all	without	a	downloaded	DOS	emulator	like	DOSBox.	Second,	it	is	no	longer	a	supported	version,	so	it's	difficult	to	resolve	problems	it	may	cause	and	difficult	to
find	documentation	for	it.	A	quick	search	on	Amazon	or	Barnes	&	Noble	does	turn	up	some	old	how-to	books	on	this	version,	however.	download.microsoft.com/download/word97win/Wd55_be/97/WIN98/EN-US/Wd55_ben.exe	You	may	not	have	to	download	a	copy	of	MS	Word	at	all.	If	you	have	MS	Works	Suite	on	your	computer,	the	word	processor
included	is	an	older	version	of	MS	Word.	Because	of	compatibility	problems	with	Windows	ME	and	earlier,	no	version	later	than	Word	2002	was	ever	included,	but	this	version	is	probably	enough	for	most	people.	If	you're	looking	for	a	cheap	or	free	word	processor	that	is	compatible	with	MS	Word,	or	if	you	are	just	looking	for	a	word	processor	in
general,	the	open-license	Open	Office	is	a	good	solution.	This	freeware	product	runs	on	most	modern	platforms	with	no	problems,	and	it	is	mostly	compatible	with	MS	Word's	format.	Unless	you're	planning	to	do	some	heavy	graphics	work,	team	editing	or	similarly	high-end	word	processor	work,	Open	Office's	word	processor	Write	should	work	just
fine	for	you.	By	Greyson	Ferguson	Omniform	is	a	free-to-use	computer	program	that	allows	you	to	convert	a	variety	of	different	word-processing	formats.	This	means	if	you	currently	have	a	PDF	or	Word	Perfect	file,	you	can	easily	convert	it	over	into	a	Word	file.	This	allows	you	to	take	files	from	just	about	any	program,	convert	them,	then	open	the
files	in	Word	as	if	the	document	had	been	composed	in	the	Microsoft	program.	Download	and	install	Omniform	if	you	do	not	currently	have	it	installed	on	your	computer.	You	can	download	it	from	OmniFormat.com.	OmniFormat	supports	all	Windows	formats	from	Windows	95	to	Windows	7.	Launch	the	Omniform	software	you	have	installed	on	the
computer.	Wait	for	the	program	to	completely	open,	then	click	"File"	followed	by	"Open."	Select	the	document	you	want	to	convert	to	Word.	Select	a	save	location	for	your	soon-to-be	Word	document.	There	is	a	pull-down	menu	available	on	the	main	screen	for	you	to	do	this.	You	can	select	any	location	on	your	computer	or	attached	memory	device
(such	as	a	flash	drive	or	external	hard	drive).	Select	the	".doc"	format	from	the	list	available	through	the	format	pull-down	menu.	.Doc	is	the	Word	file	format.	Click	"Convert"	and	the	document	is	converted	into	a	Microsoft	Word	format.	You	can	now	easily	open	it	up	in	Word	and	edit	it	as	if	you	had	created	the	file	in	the	program.	By	Louise	Balle	PDF
(portable	document	format)	files	are	convenient	for	sending	and	sharing	online,	but	they	are	not	made	for	editing.	If	the	file	is	in	Microsoft	Word,	you	have	more	options	when	working	with	the	file,	and	you	can	always	convert	it	back	to	the	portable	PDF	format	later.	While	there	is	no	simple	"one	step"	way	to	convert	a	PDF	file	to	look	exactly	like
Microsoft	Word,	it	is	possible	to	do	the	conversion	by	copying	and	pasting	elements	between	the	two	programs.	Open	the	PDF	document	in	Adobe	Reader.	Load	Microsoft	Word.	Click	"Tools"	on	the	main	menu	then	"Select	&	Zoom."	Choose	the	"Snapshot	Tool."	Position	your	mouse	at	the	very	top	corner	of	the	page,	click,	and	drag	the	tool	down	over
the	entire	page.	When	you	release	the	button	the	program	will	make	a	copy	of	your	page.	Go	to	Word	and	open	a	new	document.	Paste	the	image	that	you	just	took	a	snapshot	of	over	to	Word---the	PDF	file	will	now	display	in	Word	exactly	as	it	did	before.	Copy	the	text	from	your	PDF	file	first	if	your	document	has	both	text	and	images.	Choose	the
"Select	Tool"	on	the	"Tools"	menu,	then	use	your	mouse	to	select	the	text.	Copy	and	paste	it	into	its	own	separate	Word	file	for	now.	Then	go	back	and	use	the	snapshot	tool	to	copy	and	paste	the	images.	Use	the	"Format	Picture,"	"Size,"	"Text	Wrapping,"	and	"Format	Autoshape"	tool	in	Word	to	edit	the	image.	Right-click	the	image	to	find	these
editing	tools.	Add	a	text	box	(or	multiple	ones)	to	the	file	that	contains	your	image	from	the	PDF.	Copy	and	paste	the	text	from	your	other	Word	file	(see	step	five)	into	the	text	box.	Edit	the	text	so	that	it	looks	just	like	the	PDF	version.	Repeat	this	action	for	each	page	in	your	PDF	file.	Open	your	PDF	document	in	Adobe	Acrobat	as	an	alternative.	Click
"File"	then	"Save	As"	on	the	Acrobat	main	menu.	Choose	"Microsoft	Word"	from	the	"Type"	drop	down	list	and	then	save	the	file.	You	will	still	have	to	do	some	formatting	as	described	in	the	previous	steps.	By	Contributing	Writer	Updated	July	21,	2017	A	part	of	the	Microsoft	Office	suite,	Microsoft	Word,	is	the	popular	word	processing	and	editing
software.	Microsoft	has	released	a	number	of	versions	of	this	program	since	1989.	Often	an	older	version	of	Word	cannot	read	a	document	created	with	a	subsequent	one.	For	example,	Word	2007	uses	a	novel	XML	(Extensible	Markup	Language)	file	format	with	the	compression	to	reduce	the	file	size.	Fortunately	every	Microsoft	Word	program	has	an
implemented	option	that	allows	you	to	convert	a	document	to	an	older	version	format.	Microsoft	Word	2007Launch	Microsoft	Word	by	clicking	on	its	desktop	icon	or	through	the	Start	menu.Press	"Ctrl"	+	"O"	on	the	keyboard.	Then	browse	to	find	a	Word	2007	document.	Note	that	Word	2007	files	have	an	extension	".docx."	Double-click	on	the	docx
file	to	open	the	document	in	Microsoft	Word.Click	the	orb-shaped	"Office	Button"	button	in	the	upper	corner	of	the	Word	window.Click	the	option	"Save	As."Select	an	older	Word	format	(for	example	"Word	97-2003")	using	the	"Save	as	Type"	drop-down	box.Click	the	"Save"	button,	and	then	click	"Yes"	to	confirm	the	document	conversion.Microsoft
Word	2003/XP/97	or	OlderLaunch	Microsoft	Word	by	clicking	on	its	desktop	icon	or	through	the	Start	menu.Press	"Ctrl"	+	"O"	on	the	keyboard.Browse	to	find	a	DOC	file.	Then	double-click	on	the	file	to	open	in	Word.Click	the	menu	"File"	and	then	"Save	As."Select	an	older	Word	format	(for	example	"Word	6.0")	using	the	drop-down	box	"Save	as
Type."Click	the	"Save"	button,	and	then	click	"Yes"	to	confirm	the	document	conversion.	Last	Updated	on	December	18,	2020	Technology	has	taken	a	vantage	leap	in	providing	solutions	for	man.	Before	now,	technology	used	to	appear	complex	and	would	require	a	great	deal	of	expertise	to	handle	solutions	available.	Today,	we	have	technology
applicable	in	the	simplest	human	activities	as	smart	products	with	intelligent	algorithms	powering	them	as	they	make	error-free	judgments	and	provide	intelligent	and	analytic	solutions.Does	technology	have	all	the	answers?This	article	from	Credit	Suisse,	tells	us	that	technology	does	not	have	all	the	answers	because	it	has	been	found	to	exhibit
“similar	biases,”	as	humans.	No	one	can	discredit	the	impact	of	technology,	but	it	is	not	totally	free	of	human	input	and	this	is	the	reason	we	experience	these	biases	in	many	areas	we	have	technology	holding	foot.	Creating	technological	solutions	transparentlyThis	article	suggests	that	the	process	of	creating	technological	solutions	be	made
transparent	and	subject	to	contribution	from	many	people	who	would	end	up	as	users	of	the	product	–	male,	female,	young,	old,	learned,	unlearned	and	all	other	preferences	as	we	have	them.	It	also	underscores	the	importance	of	having	women	on	product	development	teams.	This	approach	is	not	sure	to	eliminate	all	forms	of	bias,	but	it	is	a	good	way
to	start	in	order	to	appraise	the	full	benefits	of	technology.	Technology	as	the	connecting	toolTechnology	so	far	has	been	a	major	connecting	tool	amongst	us	humans.	It	is	used	and	appreciated	by	all	regardless	of	race,	language	and	sex.	In	order	to	keep	it	less	subjective	to	these	arguments	about	human	biases.	I	believe	we	should	gather	opinions	on
products	and	solutions	before	making	them	available	to	the	public.	This	could	be	done	by	gathering	input	from	intended	target	users	and	receiving	feedback	across	the	stages	of	production.	“Recognizing	the	problem	is	a	start…success	will	depend	on	inclusive	technologies	that	meet	this	vast	untapped	market.”	This	cannot	be	more	apt	especially	at	a
time	when	we	look	up	to	technology	for	solutions.	We	should	not	muzzle	our	progress	with	technology	by	battling	algorithm	bias.	The	first	way	to	avoid	this	battle	is	by	reading	this	article	here.	A	PDF	to	Word	converter	does	just	that:	converts	a	PDF	file,	which	can't	be	edited	with	most	software,	to	a	Microsoft	Word	format,	like	DOCX	or	DOC,	which
can	be	edited	easily	with	many	different	programs.	Renaming	a	PDF	to	a	Word	format	like	DOC	won't	work.	You'll	have	to	use	a	program	or	service	that	will	convert	PDF	to	Word	(or	some	other	editable	file	format)	before	you	can	make	changes	to	it.	Once	the	changes	are	made,	you	can	use	a	free	PDF	converter	program	to	turn	your	Word	document	​
back	into	a	PDF	file...if	you	want	to.	You	can	convert	PDF	to	Word	with	any	of	these	completely	free	programs	and	online	services.	UniPDF	is	a	free	PDF	to	Word	converter,	and	easily	the	best	one	we've	tried.	It's	fast	and	simple	to	use,	but	most	importantly,	it	does	an	excellent	job	at	keeping	images	and	text	where	they	belong	once	converted	to	DOC.
Another	benefit	to	this	PDF	converter	is	that	it	has	a	straightforward	user	interface	and	isn't	bogged	down	with	advertisements	or	confusing	settings.	UniPDF	also	converts	PDF	files	to	popular	image	formats	like	JPG,	PNG,	TIF,	and	others,	as	well	as	the	text	format	RTF.	Batch	PDF	to	Word	conversions	and	the	ability	to	convert	more	than	three	PDFs
in	a	single	day	are	supported	only	if	you	pay	for	an	upgraded	version	of	the	program.	You	can	install	UniPDF	in	Windows	10	down	through	Windows	XP.	PDFMate	PDF	Converter	Free	is	another	excellent	tool	that	will	convert	PDF	to	DOCX,	which	is	the	newest	Microsoft	Word	document	file	format.	In	out	tests,	PDFMate	PDF	Converter	Free	did	a
great	job	at	converting	PDF	to	the	Word	format,	retaining	nearly	all	the	proper	formatting	and	color.	Batch	PDF	to	Word	converting	is	supported,	as	well	as	PDF	to	PDF	conversions,	which	is	helpful	for	making	changes	to	PDF	security	settings.	One	drawback	with	this	tool	is	that	text	found	in	the	PDF	will	only	be	editable	on	the	first	three	pages	of	the
DOCX	file	it	creates,	but	that	may	not	be	a	concern	depending	on	the	PDF	you	happen	to	be	converting	to	Word.	PDFMate	PDF	Converter	Free	can	also	convert	from	PDF	to	EPUB,	HTML,	JPG,	SWF,	and	TXT.	This	PDF	to	Word	converter	works	in	Windows	10,	8,	7,	Vista,	and	XP.	FreeFileConvert	is	a	free	online	PDF	to	Word	converter	that	supports
file	uploads	(up	to	five	at	a	time)	as	large	as	300	MB	combined	size.	You	can	load	a	local	PDF,	one	from	a	URL,	or	a	PDF	stored	in	your	Google	Drive	or	Dropbox	account.	In	addition	to	DOCX,	FreeFileConvert	supports	PDF	conversion	to	EPUB,	HTML,	MOBI,	TXT,	and	lots	of	other	file	formats,	including	images.	In	total,	this	service	supports	several
thousand	different	conversion	combinations.	This	PDF	to	DOC	converter	runs	in	your	web	browser,	so	it	works	with	all	operating	systems.	Thanks	for	letting	us	know!	Tell	us	why!
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